Meetmg
.House

by Sharyn Noble

SNEADS FERRY- In a concentrat-
ed effort of more than a dozen local
citizens, tarps were secured on the
Yopps Meeting House roof and
moldy carpets were torn from the
floors last Wednesday afternoon to
protect the historic landmark until
repairs can be started.

Local businessman Tim Law-
rence spcarheaded the movement to
furnish the tarps by contacting
FEMA and applying for aid to
restore the oldest standing building
standing in Sneads Ferry.

: Lawrence is a charter leader of
both the Boy and Cub Scouts, who
regularly meet at the old chapel.

. "I hope we can get some help to
maintain the building for what it
was designated for -- a meeting
house," said Lawrence

Lawrence contacted Billy Jar-
man, manager of the Sneads Ferry
branch of Jones-Onslow Electric
Corporation, who gathered a team

of hxs cngmccrs to bclp thh thc i

protective measures needed to tem-
porarily preserve the building hit

hard this summer. by two hurri-

canes. A
joined by members of the local
rescue squad, fire dcpartment. and
other interested individuals. - The
Jones-Onslow team answered three
calls for power failures, but re-
turned each time unnl the bmldmg
was protected. o

The same day, a major organm:r

of the restoration effort, Faye Mid- -
gett, opened an account at the First ..

Citizens Bank at Four Comers.
Entitled "Friends of Yopps Meeting
House," the account was established
for interested contributors of Qass
low County to donate whatever
money they can to ensure the pres-
ervation of the building and its

During the effort, the group was'

.designated as Yopps

ccmctcry B
- Said Midgette, "I'm rcady to go
- door-to-door to solicit funds ‘T hope
 business orgamzauons cwill  get
behind us as Jim Lawrence and
Billy Jarman did." i7
Midgett found a deed last weck
. dated October 1813 convcymg the
building from Jerome Yopp to alist
““of citizens, including Nathamel
Ennett and David Nixon, to be
Meeting
“House. Therefore, the structure may
have been erected bcforc thc War
of 1812. ; . q
Whether or not the standmg

l" "
Dy

" chapel is the same exact building

-that housed the Primitive Bapu'st
Church from 1835 is still unccrtam

In addition to the restoration of
the building, Lawrence pointed out
the Scouts who used the building
lost all their equipment when the tin
roof  was torn off by Hurricane
Fran. They will now raise funds to
recover their losses from Hurricane
Fran and establish an operating
budgct

‘A Yopps Meeung House Foun-
dation, dedicated to the preservation
of the present building and its regis-
tration as a national or state histori-
cal marker, was incorporated in
1987, but later became inactive.
Copies of the paperwork, containing
correspondence of historical inter-
est, were obtained last week.

* Janice Franks, granddaughter of
Rebecca Edens, who possessed the
last formal minutes of the Baptist
congregation, will also assist Mid-
gett in her efforts to restore the
building .and collect existing re-
cords.









